
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



PSYCHOLOGY AND SCIENTIFIC METHODS 249 

very misleading, since Buddha had no use for any Brahma in so mystical 
a sense. 

An ambassador of the East to the West, we must look upon Mr. 
Tagore's office as mediatorial, and mediation implies compromise. In one 
sense this is just the work needed, a blending of extremes, a participation 
of benefits. But is Mr. Tagore free from that compromise which is to win 
favor by surrendering principles needed by us occidentals as a bitter 
corrective ? Is not rather his popularity in America due to his expressing 
for us our pet enthusiasms in the swart paynims' romantic forms? If 
there is one quality paramount which India has proclaimed and of which 
the "Western world to-day stands in dire want, it is pity. To this Gotama 
Buddha gave the clearest voice, but his feeling was not alien from that of 
his countrymen. To realize not merely life, but what life means to multi- 
tudes who suffer intensely, this the West hates as pessimism, and in 
glorifying the optimism which its own lot facilitates, it has blinded the 
eyes of its sympathy. Ex oriente lux we cry, and we welcome it so long 
as it is the light that dazzles rather than that which would enable us to 
see the hard facts of human and animal existence. Mr. Tagore is doubt- 
less a tender-hearted man — his books prove it — but the lessons of his 
vivacious enthusiasms, not to mention the occasional voluptuous fervors 
of his poems, are far different from the chastened compassion that India 
might teach us. His complacent view of pain, with its disciplinary value, 
is unfeeling, like that of John Fiske, for example. Perhaps it is true that 
all suffering may be justified by its relation to the general plan, but in any 
aspect that concerns us practically a large part of the misery in the world 
is wholly without benefit. Let us gladly accept his chapter on fellowship 
with nature, but in a lowlier sense than his. Ours is no time for an 
apotheosis, but for a kenosis. 

However, it is not assumed that many Americans will concur with this 
dissenting opinion, which in one way is a compliment to Mr. Tagore, since 
it holds him to account for the use he is making of a great influence. 

Edward P. Buffet. 
Jersey City, N. J. 

Business Psychology. Hugo Munsterberg. Chicago : La Salle Extension 
University. Pp. 296. 

This latest volume by Dr. Munsterberg is intended to furnish the man 
in business and industry a genuine scientific basis for dealing with the 
many problems involving the human mind with which he has to deal. 
Although the author states that the reader who expects to find light, 
snappy, gingery, and withal superficial treatment, will be disappointed, 
the fact remains that the book is written in language and style that make 
it readable by the ordinary layman, and at the same time lay a solid foun- 
dation. The first three chapters deal respectively with "Business and 
Psychology," " Scope and Methods of Psychology," and " The Application 
of Psychology." In these preliminary chapters the author demonstrates 
that there is a definite science of the human mind as solid, as scholarly, 
and as systematically worked out into principles and laws and methods as 
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the sciences of physics and chemistry. He emphasizes the fact that man 
is more important than machinery, thoughts more valuable than equip- 
ment, and personality the biggest factor in industry and business. He 
shows how the educator, the doctor, the lawyer, and the artist are applying 
the laws of psychology, and bespeaks a similar application to the wider 
fields of economic endeavors. 

Chapters IV. to XI. deal with " Mind and Body," " Sensation," " Per- 
ceptions," "Memory and Ideas," "Attention," "Feeling and Emotion," 
" Impulse and Will," and " Suggestion." These chapters are stripped of 
all technical nomenclature except where technical terms are unavoid- 
able and a knowledge of them is necessary. They are rich in practical 
examples. For instance, in explaining what a percept is he says: "We 
perceive a page in Japanese print exactly as well as the Japanese per- 
ceives it. The fact that he connects with every sign an idea which gives 
meaning to it lies outside of the process of perceptions." 

Chapters XII. to XVIII. deal with application of principles, being en- 
titled, respectively, " The Acquirement of Abilities," " The Outer Condi- 
tions of Efficiency," " The Inner Conditions of Efficiency," " Vocational 
Fitness," " Individual Mental Traits," " Selection of Fit Individuals," 
and "Mental Tests." 

No attempt is made to use and define such terms as " Pre-perception " 
or " Apperception " and similar expressions which have made psychology 
a bugbear and a nightmare to school teachers. It takes a man like Miin- 
sterberg, who is an acknowledged master of the higher technology of his 
subject, to write in such a style. The author shows an understanding of 
the business man's and manufacturer's problems and an appreciation of 
the work and field of the engineer which the writer has not as yet found 
in any other work of the sort. Moreover, the reader gets no sham, but 
real psychology with a characteristic German thoroughness. Dr. Miin- 
sterberg has done a public service in writing such a book. 

The publication of such a practical and thoroughly scientific text is 
indicative of the progressive spirit of the modern correspondence school. 
Competition of state universities and colleges and bureaus of extension 
education have led the private correspondence institutions to secure the 
highest authorities available as text-book writers, and in no case has an au- 
thor comprehended the need and the opportunity more clearly than Dr. 
Munsterberg. Another indication of the progressive policy of the publish- 
ers is their willingness to sell this and other texts as separate books to the 
public at large at the reasonable price of $2 a volume without the neces- 
sity of buying a whole " set " of correspondence texts. 

Hugo Diemer. 
Pennsylvania State College. 



